
34th Congress, ) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ( Report 
3d Session. $ £ No. 8, 

MARY WOODBURY, ELIZABETH ODELL, AND OTHERS. 
[To accompany bill H. R. 591.] 

December 12, 1856. 

Mr. Pringle, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, made the fol¬ 
lowing 

REPORT. 

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom were referred the petitions 
of Mary Woodbury, Elizabeth Odell, and of Joseph Moreau’s 
children and ward, half-breeds of the Sioux tribe of Indians, 
praying for the payment of money stipulated to be paid them under 
the treaty of 1837, report: 

That in 1837 the government of the United States, by treaty of 
that date with the Sioux Indians, stipulated to pay to the relations 
and friends of the chiefs and braves of said Indians, having not less 
than one-fourth Sioux blood, the sum of one hundred and ten thou¬ 
sand dollars, to he distributed by the proper authorities of the tribe, 
upon principles to he determined by the said chiefs and braves, and 
the War Department. In 1838 the War Department appointed 
Messrs. Pease and Ewing commissioners to carry into execution the 
clause of the treaty above referred to ; and in September, 1838, the 
eommissioners met the chiefs and braves, and it was determined, by 
them that the petitioners, Mary Woodbury (then Taliaferro) and Eliza¬ 
beth Odell (then Elizabeth Williams) were entitled to receive, 
under the treaty, the former the sum of seven hundred and fifty dol¬ 
lars, the latter the sum of five hundred dollars ; and that J. H. 
Moreau, Sophia Moreau, Antoine Moreau, and Joseph Labathe, 
children and ward of Joseph Moreau, were entitled to likewise re¬ 
ceive, the first the sum of seven hundred and fifty dollars, and the 
other three the sum of five hundred dollars each. The commis¬ 
sioners, however, ordered the above sums to be paid, for the first two 
payees, to Lawrence Taliaferro, and for the four last named payees to 
Samuel C. Stambaugh, as trustees ; and it is not shown by the evi¬ 
dence, or by the record kept by the commissioners of their acts, that 
the chiefs and braves were consulted, or in any manner consented to 
the appointment of these trustees, or the payment of the money into 
their hands. The evidence in the case shows that but a small por¬ 
tion of the above sums was paid or appropriated to the use and bene¬ 
fit of the above named payees by said trustees. Your committee are 
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of the opinion that the payment of the money to the trustees, without 
the consent of the chiefs and braves, was not such fulfilment of the 
treaty as releases the government from liability to pay any such por¬ 
tion of the sums named as the trustees failed to pay. They therefore 
eport a bill. 
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